BILL RUSSELL CONCERTS at MATTHEWS OPERA HOUSE, June 30 and July 3
Spearfish native and two-time Tony Award nominee, Bill Russell, will host two evenings of songs from musicals he’s written for the stage on Thursday, June 30th and Sunday, July 3rd, both at 7:30 p.m.  The concerts will feature local performers and all the proceeds will go to support the “Peanut Butter & Jelly Players” (the children’s theater program) at the Spearfish Arts Center.

Mr. Russell spent his entire childhood in Spearfish through his graduation from S.H.S.  He has authored or co-authored the book and lyrics to over a dozen musicals and his shows have been performed on Broadway and off, in the West End and Fringe in London, and at theaters around America and the world.  His latest work, The Last Smoker in America will open off-Broadway this summer following its world premiere in Columbus, Ohio, last fall.  Side Show, the Broadway musical for which he received Tony nominations for “Best Book” and “Best Lyrics,” recently completed a tour of Sweden (in Swedish) and is about to have it’s second major production in Japan (in Japanese). His AIDS piece, Elegies for Angels, Punks and Raging Queens was revived in London last summer and opens next year in Paris.  And Lucky Duck, which he and his co-authors recently adapted for young audiences, will play New York’s Victory Theater on 42nd Street next year.  That show was presented by BHSU in 2007.
The evenings will be produced by Alan Finkle, who last summer presented the Atlanta premiere of Pageant, which Bill directed (he’s also co-author of the book and lyrics).  Finkle commented, “I am excited to present these evenings of Bill’s varied material.  The benefit concerts he’s done for Matthews Opera House in the past have been very musical, very entertaining and very funny and with the cast that’s coming together I think audiences are in for a real treat.” 

Performers include Tessa Braddy, Alan Finkle, Tobias Hubbard, Shirlene Joseph, Scott Kennedy, Lisa Langer, Mary McGillivray, Molly McMahan, Shelli Place, Sarah Schanzenbach and Tyler Raad.  A vocal ensemble consisting of Jim Hood, Connie Hubbard, Tobias Hubbard and Lorrie Redfield will supply choral parts.  Janeen Larson, recently retired from the BHSU music faculty, will serve as musical director, leading a three-piece band composed of her on the keyboard, Gary Renner on bass and Bob Moye on drums.  The mother/daughter team of Celeste and Andrea Parker will provide some choreography and Joe Saracco will stage manage.
In the introductions to the different songs, Bill will talk about their origins, the process of the writing the shows they’re from and his adventures in theaters around the world.  He will also discuss how growing up in the Black Hills has informed his writing.
General admission seating reservations can be made by calling 605 642-7973, extension 0 – or at the Spearfish Arts Center Gallery, 612 N. Main St., Spearfish, during regular business hours.
